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“It's a kind of magic”
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Professor Chris Goodnow is one of Australia’s top scientists, and as the newly appointed
Executive Director of the Garvan Institute, he is also the leader of one of the country’s most
important medical research facilities.

In our discussion with Professor Goodnow, he explains the importance of scientific research,
but also highlights the value of scientists being bold and being afforded the space to make
mistakes.

Without space, science never makes giant leaps forward so leaps of faith are vital if we are to
increase our scientific understanding. More often than not, it's through the generosity of
philanthropists that medical researchers are afforded this space.

As an expert in genomics and immunology, Professor Goodnow speaks about the future
potential of mapping an individual's DNA sequence. In his opinion, it's “the most powerful blood
test ever invented in human history”. It's also a blueprint for understanding a person’s genome
and immune system and the framework that the future of health care will be built upon.

Perpetual Private advice and services are provided by Perpetual Trustee Company Limited (PTCo), ABN 42
000 001 007, AFSL 236643. This publication has been prepared by PTCo and may contain information

Perpetual 11:06:00 11-07-2026


https://www.perpetual.com.au/

contributed by third parties. It contains general information only and is not intended to provide you with
advice or take into account your personal objectives, financial situation or needs. The information is believed
to be accurate at the time of compilation and is provided by PTCo in good faith. You should consider whether
the information is suitable for your circumstances and we recommend that you seek professional advice. To
the extent permitted by law, no liability is accepted for any loss or damage as a result of any reliance on this
information. PTCo does not warrant the accuracy or completeness of any wording in this document which
was contributed by a third party. Any views expressed in this document are opinions of the author at the time
of writing and do not constitute a recommendation to act. Past performance is not indicative of future
performance.
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